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ARTISTIC LEADERSHIP NOTE

WE YNI MENGESHA
S o u l p e p p e r  A r t i s t i c  D i r e c t o r  a n d  

T h e  G u i d e  t o  B e i n g  Fa b u l o u s  D i r e c t o r

Welcome to Her Words and the second show of the festival, the 
amazing Sandra Caldwell’s The Guide to Being Fabulous.  We are 
proud to have commissioned this play through our Six Women 
Writing program. Her magnetism as a performer is like none other 
and when she said she wanted to tell her story I was thrilled for 
Soulpepper audiences to hear it.  I’m excited to share this play with you 
- my own journey with it has been such a meaningful one and you’re 
about to encounter the wonderful life and voice of the indomitable 
Sandra Caldwell. 

You might think you know Sandra already - you might have seen her 
as an actor in Toronto, on Broadway, in TV shows and movies. You 
might know her as a singer. You might know her as an activist. A 
trailblazer. She is all those things, but she is even more. From leaving 
home at 13 to the Moulin Rouge, from Balls in New York to starring 
in movies and TV shows - seemingly she’s done it all. And along the 
way she’s learned some lessons that she wants to share with you. She 
wants to be your guide - your guide to being fabulous.  

We hope you enjoy the rest of our Her Words festival including Kat 
Sandler’s Wildwoman, the fiercely funny story of Catherine de Medici 
and Raha Javanfar’s Sympathy for the Devil, a concert that examines 
the history of music and its preoccupation with the Devil. Alongside 
these productions, Her Words features panels, conversations, 
workshop presentations and parties. We hope to see you again.  
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CREATOR NOTE

Sandra Caldwell
C r e a t o r  a n d  S t a r  o f  
T h e  G u i d e  t o  B e i n g  Fa b u l o u s

Ten years ago, when I first started writing this show about my life 
– back when I called it The Harlem Guide to Being – I felt like I was 
just coming out of a most extraordinary coma. I knew the life I had 
lived until then. I remembered all of it – the successes and the wild 
defeats – but it came to my attention that my friends and colleagues 
did not know the real me at all. The Harlem Guide to Being got a lot 
of the facts about me out there, finally, but a whole lot of the truth was 
missing.

The next incarnation – The Guide to Being Fabulous After You’ve 
Skinned Your Knee – did a better job of nailing down more of the nitty 
gritty facts, the life of Sandra Caldwell, the Va-Va-Voom girl. But the 
truth of my life was still shying away from the page. Until I got the 
lead role in an Off-Broadway play called Charm, when I finally came 
out as trans – in the New York Times, of all places – and the hard cold 
truth of my life led to two more versions of the show: Hiding in Plain 
Sight and then Stealth.

Wrapping my head around being truly out – after decades of being on 
the stage, in the movies, and on TV – and how those same friends and 
colleagues adjusted to who Sandra Caldwell really was… Well, that 
led me to focus more on how a life lived in stealth had taken repeated 
tolls on me, but it left out all those facts of my life that had been really 
fabulous!

And so now, here we are, at last. Welcome to my life! The facts, the 
truth, the challenges, and the joy, and finally a title that suits it all:  
The Guide to Being Fabulous. My journey to the truth has been a long 
road, but there are no regrets. No sir. I still remember it all and I 
wouldn’t change a single thing.

I want to thank the folks that came in along the way and helped me 
create this Guide – James Dower, John Alcorn, and Marilyn Jaye 
Lewis. Special love goes to Carol Amirault – my rock; you got me 
through it all. And to Alicia Jeffery – you held up the banner and 
moved me to the next step. For all this, I am truly grateful.
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CAST & CREATIVE TEAM

Cast

Creative Team

Sandra Caldwell 
As Herself

Tiffany Deriveau 
Joann & Others

Miss Niki Nikita
Romy Haag & Others

Running Time:  
90 minutes 
No intermission

Sandra Caldwell 
Creator

Weyni Mengesha
Director 

Michael Shand
Piano Conductor & Music Director

Rodney Diverlus
Choreographer

Tsholo Khalema
*Assistant Director 

Anahita Dehbonehie
Set Designer

Ming Wong
Costume Designer

Michelle Ramsay 
Lighting Designer

Thomas Ryder Payne
Sound Designer

Frank Donato
Video and Projection Designer
 

Robert Harding
Stage Manager

Madison Kalbhenn
Assistant Stage Manager

Mel Hague 
Dramturge

Gunes Agduk
Lighting Operator

Chris Blanchenot
Scenic Painter
 
Paul Boddum
Head Scenic 

Greg Chambers
1st Props Builder/Buyer

Everett Dalingwater 
Audio Mixer

Sylvia Defend
Cutter 

Andy DeVries
Head Carpenter 
 
Erin Halls
Wardrobe Assistant

Eli Jorgensen
Stitcher

Brian Kirn
Deck Audio

Ellie Koffman
Head of Wardrobe
 
Brooke Logie
Dresser 
 
Lisa Nighswander
Head of Props

Kalina Popova
Assistant Head of Wardrobe

Jacqueline Robertson-Cull
Head of Wigs

Production

The Guide to Being Fabulous 
is generously supported by:

Salah Bachir and Jacob Yerex 

Band

Michael Shand
Piano Conductor & Music Director 

Kobèna Aquaa-Harrison 
Guitar & Percussion

Jen Benton
Bass

Wilson Laurencin 
Drums

THE GUIDE TO BEING FABULOUS is a commission of Soulpepper’s Six Women Writing Program supported by: BMO, Kevin  
& Roger Garland and Women Centre Stage. 
 

 
Thank you to the following artists for their contributions to THE GUIDE TO BEING FABULOUS: Kimberly Colburn, Frank Cox-O’Connell, Shakura 
Dickson, Brandon Hackett, Joel Joseph, Erika Morey, and Chelsea Russell.  Poster from the MCC Theater production of CHARM courtesy of MCC 
Theater and The Numad Group. Art director and designer: Ted Stephens III. Photographer: Joan Marcus.

*2022-2023 ThisGen Directing Fellow supported by Why Not Theatre

Matthew “Snoopy” Cuff
Movement Coach/Consultant (Vogue)
Dainty Smith 
Movement Coach/Consultant (Burlesque) 
Legendary Twysted Miyake-Mugler 
Ballroom MC
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SANDRA CALDWELL is originally from Washington D.C, and her career extends 
throughout the whole of the arts community, with success in Theater, Film, 
Television, and Music, with renowned theater companies and orchestras around 
the world. Now with her series of one-woman show’s The Guide to Being Fabulous, 
In My Own Lane, and, Acoustically Yours, all leading to what she calls her ultimate 

truth in story, Hiding In Plain Sight, she once again reinvents herself.  In Toronto, Sandra was 
nominated for Canada’s highest theater honor a Dora Mavor Moore Award, for her lead role as 
Phyllis, in Duke Ellington’s Sophisticated Ladies. Sandra made her Broadway debut in the original 
company of Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story, at New York’s Schubert Theater. She was was absolutely 
delighted to be included in an Irving Berlin family sanctioned version of Annie Get Your Gun as Dolly 
Tate, directed by Canadian choreographer-director Donna Feore. Coming Through Slaughter, 
directed by Richard Rose. Anything That Moves  written by Ann-Marie MacDonald. But the defining 
moment, thus far, must include Sandra’s portrayal of Darlene Andrews, an outspoken trans 
advocate based on Miss Gloria Allen, in the groundbreaking production of “Charm” for New York’s 
MCC Theater Company. It changed the whole direction of her career. Other theater credits include 
Beehive” Leader Of The Pack,” Comedy Of Errors” with the Play on Shakespeare festival New York 
and The Rocky Horror Picture Show, as the irrepressible Magenta.

KOBÈNA AQUAA-HARRISON is an accomplished Ghanaian-Bermudian performer, 
producer, composer and storyteller. His prolific artistry has garnered several Dora, 
Juno, Chalmers Foundation and other awards for his work in music, media, film, 
television, dance and theatre. Clients include FIFA, CBC, Nissan, Soulpepper, Shaw, 
Stratford Festival, Montana Steele, arts councils and many institutions. Kobè 

performs internationally for presidents to pre-schoolers, on electric and acoustic instruments 
designed and built by himself. The eclectic rhythms of his trademark, “afrosonic jollof” is, “The 
sound when jazz, rock, reggae, hip hop come face to face with their ancestors.” Kobè leads the 
all-star, Djungle Bouti Orchestra, with members hailing from Trinidad to Tanzania, Algeria to S. 
Africa. Their “Djazz 2.1.4” album was acclaimed “an audio decoding of African DNA” and nominated 
for a Toronto Independent Music Award.

JEN BENTON is an electric and upright bass player from Waterdown, ON. She 
currently performs various albums throughout North America with Classic Albums 
Live as well as laying down the bottom end for many independent artists, her own 
cover bands and original punk-rock band Back Alley Gospel. She has performed in 
multiple highly acclaimed venues such as Radio City Music, Red Rocks 

Amphitheatre, the MGM Grand, Rogers Centre, as well as appearing on National television programs 
such as the Craig Ferguson Show, Breakfast Television, and MTV’s Total Request Live. She 
graduated from Mohawk College’s Applied Music Program and was awarded a full scholarship while 
attending Victor Wooten’s Bass/Nature Camp.

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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ANAHITA DEHBONEHIE was born in Tehran and has been based in Toronto since 
2013.SOULPEPPER 2023: English (Co-Director & Set Designer); The Guide to Being 
Fabulous (Set Designer). FOR SOULPEPPER: Design: Marat/Sade, Blood Wedding, 
The Dead, Soulpepper Concert Series. Assistant Director: Jesus Hopped the A Train. 
OTHER THEATRE: The Flick, Trojan Girls and the Outhouse of Atreus, Dr. Silver, 

TomorrowLove, The Tape Escape, Vitals ( Outside the March), Chitra (The Shaw Festival), Jane Eyre 
(The Citadel Theatre), Hand to God, The Aliens (Coalmine Theatre) The Little Prince (Puzzle Piece), 
Take D Milk N’ah, Shove It Down My Throat (Pandemic Theatre) Bloom, The Lesson (Modern Time 
Theatre) FILM & TELEVISION: The Young Arsonists, The Players, Salome Learns to Dance, Spaceman. 
OTHER: Recipient of 2 Dora awards, 2 theatre critics awards. Graduate of the Soulpepper Academy, 
Concordia University and Calarts.

TIFFANY DERIVEAU was born in Windsor Ontario to her beautiful Indo-Guyanese 
mother and proud Afro-Haitian father. SOULPEPPER 2023: The Guide to Being 
Fabulous. FOR SOULPEPPER: ‘Da Kink In My Hair. OTHER THEATRE: Rock Of Ages 
(More Entertainment) Chicago (Stratford Festival) Mamma Mia! (Mirvish); Cookin’ 
At The Cookery (Canadian Stage); Hairspray (Charlottetown Festival) Little Shop. 

(Grand Theatre) Buddy; Jesus Christ Superstar; Hairspray; Hair; Soul Sistas.(Mayfield) Hairspray; 
Priscilla (Drayton). FILM/TV: CTV, Disney, MTV RECORDINGS: Background vocals – Rita McNeil, 
Saving Grace Album. DEDICATION: For Daniya and Adam. May you always follow your heart and be 
fabulous! Love Mom xo.

 RODNEY DIVERLUS is a choreographer, dancer, multidisciplinary artist, and 
producer. They have worked in dance, theatre, film, television, and visual arts. 
Rodney is the recipient of the Canadian Stage Award for Direction and a Montreal 
English Theatre Award Nominee. SOULPEPPER 2023: The Guide to Being Fabulous. 
OTHER THEATRE: Blackout (Tableau D’Hôte), Nightmare Dream (IFT/Obsidian). 

DANCE/OPERA: Hadrian (Canadian Opera Company); Dérives (Bentway); Floreus (l’Organisme), 
Dinner is Servied (Toes for Dance), Fieldwork (Dietrich Group); Juliet & Romeo (Decidedly Jazz 
Danceworks/DJD),  New Universe (DJD),  Exit Strategies (Political Movement), Ziriguidum (DJD), Year 
of the Horse (DJD), Stolen People (Nuit Blanche) CHOREOGRAPHY: you,me,freedom (Atlantic Ballet);  
welcome, we’ve been waiting (Toronto Dance Theatre),  in your eyes, the sparkle of gunpowder (Art 
Gallery of Ontario); burn, burned (Summerworks Festival),  RUR Torrent of Light (Tapestry Opera), 
you,meet us (Toronto Metropolitan University),  sagittarius, meet capricorn (Canadian 
Contemporary Dance Theatre), vagabond,vakabon, et al. (Wind in Leaves/Citadel);  FILM/
TELEVISION: Aftercare (TIFF), Just Short of Reality (Stratford), New Monuments (CBC/Canadian 
Stage/Luminato), Movement (CBC) Private Flowers (Fort York), Combat Hospital (Global/ABC), Dual 
Suspects (History). 

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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FRANK DONATO is a lighting and projection designer currently based in Toronto, 
ON. SOULPEPPER 2023: As a designer - Billie, Sarah, and Ella: Revolutionary 
Women in Jazz; Detroit: Music of the Motor City; Guide to Being Fabulous; ON A 
NIGHT LIKE THIS. OTHER THEATRE: Ride the Cyclone (Sudbury Theatre Centre), 
Orestes (Tarragon Theatre), Daisy (Great Canadian Theatre Company), Ways of 

Being (FOLDA/Kick and Push Festival), Let’s Dance (Terra Bruce Productions). As an Assistant/
Associate Designer: Tell Tale Harbour (Confederation Centre), No Change in the Weather, Blindness 
(Mirvish), The Barber of Seville (Canadian Opera Company), The Neverending Story, Little Shop of 
Horrors (Stratford Festival), Out the Window (Luminato/The Theatre Centre). Frank is a graduate of 
the National Theatre School of Canada’s production program.

ROBERT HARDING Born and raised in Lewisporte, NL. SOULPEPPER 2023: Stage 
Manager: The Guide to Being Fabulous, The Seagull. FOR SOULPEPPER: Production 
Stage Manager 2015 - 2019. Stage Manager credits include: Queen Goneril, King 
Lear, Pipeline, Draw Me Close, Almighty Voice and his Wife, Rose: A New Musical 
(2019), Bed and Breakfast, La Bête (2018), Waiting for Godot, Spoon River, Of 

Human Bondage (2017), It’s a Wonderful Life, The 39 Steps, The Anger in Ernest and Ernestine 
(2016), Accidental Death of an Anarchist (2015).OTHER THEATRE: Treemonisha (Volcano Theatre), 
Things I Know to be True (Company Theatre / Mirvish), Once on this Island (Musical Stage/Obsidian), 
Clybourne Park, Stuff Happens (Studio 180/Mirvish Productions), The Best Brothers, Communion,  
A Beautiful View (Tarragon Theatre).

MADISON KALBHENN SOULPEPPER 2023: The Secret Chord: A Leonard Cohen 
Experience, The Guide to Being Fabulous. FOR SOULPEPPER: The Riverboat Coffee 
House (2019) OTHER THEATRE: Harry Potter and the Cursed Child (Mirvish Theatre), 
Little Women, I Am William, To Kill a Mockingbird(Stratford Festival), Idomeneo, 
Actéon and Pygmalion, The Marriage of Figaro (Opera Atelier), Julius Caesar, The 

Wedding Party (Crow’s Theatre), Anne of Green Gables (Thousand Islands Playhouse). Script 
Supervisor for Ross Petty’s A Christmas Carol, Production Assistant at the Stratford Festival and 
Stage Management Intern at Wicked (Broadway).

TSHOLO KHALEMA was born in the rich culture of South Africa. SOULPEPPER 2023: 
Assistant Director and dialect coach for Sizwe Banzi is Dead OTHER THEATRE: The 
First Stone (New Harlem Production - Toronto/ Ottawa), Lilies Or The Revival of a 
Romantic Drama ( Lemontree Production) FILM & TELEVISION: Y The Last Man, Sort 
Of. OTHER: His artistic prowess extends beyond the stage, as Facilitator and creator 

of Vuka creation program at Theatre Passe Muraille. For updates information on his artistic journey 
checkout www.tsholovisions.com

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES

WILSON LAURENCIN has worked with countless artists and on a wide aray of 
projects. The following is a selection - artist & groups: Nelly Furtado, Rufus 
Wainwright, Boy George, Josh Groban, David Byrne, Andrew Lloyd Webber, A.R. 
Rahman, Philosopher Kings, Dave Koz, Richard Marx, Macy Gray, Marc Jordan, 
Warren Zevon, Angelique Kidjo, Burton Cummings, Paul Shaffer, Billy Ray Cyrus, 

Katharine McPhee, Natasha Bedingfield, Len, Alannah Myles, Les Nubians Television Shows (on air, 
house band) Canadian Screen Awards – CBC, Over The Rainbow - CBC Canadian Idol – CTV, Canada’s 
Walk of Fame - CTV Mike Bullard Show - Global TV Open Mike with Mike Bullard - CTV NHL Awards - 
TSN Gemini Awards – CBC Genie Awards – CBC.

WEYNI MENGESHA is the Artistic Director of Soulpepper Theatre Company and an 
award-winning director, known for her groundbreaking work and community 
engagement. Weyni has directed shows across Canada that have gone on to tour 
nationally and internationally, and have been developed into television shows 
playing on CBC, Global, and Netflix. She has also directed in London, New York, Los 

Angeles, garnering a NAACP nomination for Best Direction as well as Dora, Drama league, and 
Drama Critics Circle award nominations and awards for Outstanding Direction. She has been an 
instructor at Soulpepper Academy, the National Theatre School of Canada and the Canadian Film 
Centre and was Co-Artistic Director and teacher with A.M.Y Project for 7 years. In 2017, Weyni was 
named one of the Women In View’s “Five in Focus” identifying five rising film directors across 
Canada. She was recently named one of the 50 most influential people in Toronto by Toronto Life 
Magazine. 

MISS NIKI NIKITA was born and raised in Windsor, ON. SOULPEPPER 2023: The 
Guide to Being Fabulous. OTHER THEATRE: Fertility (Light Echo Theatre); Nasty 
(Maelstrom Theatre); Richard III (Wolf Manor Theatre Collective). FILM & 
TELEVISION: Sweet As Sugar. The Middle.OTHER: Miss Niki is a graduate of 
Performance Acting at Toronto Metropolitan University (TMU). Dedicated to all of 

the fabulous women in her life — particularly Mama, Gramma, Tristen and Cora.

MICHELLE RAMSAY was born and raised in Prince George, B.C. SOULPEPPER 2023: 
The Guide to Being Fabulous. FOR SOULPEPPER: The Royale (Lighting Design); for 
coloured girls (Lighting Design). OTHER THEATRE: Prison Dancer (Citadel Theatre); 
Redbone Coonhound (Tarragon Theatre/Imago Theatre); Martyr (ARC); The First 
Stone (New Harlem); The Waltz (Factory Theatre); The Doctors Dilemma (Shaw 

Festival); A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Theatre Rusticle). OTHER: Michelle is a recipient of eight Dora 
Awards, the Pauline McGibbon Award, and was a finalist for the 2021 Siminovitch Prize.  

THOMAS RYDER PAYNE  SOULPEPPER 2023: The Guide to Being Fabulous. FOR 
SOULPEPPER: Sound Designer: Queen Goneril, King Lear. Sound Designer & 
Composer: The Brothers Size, Little Menace: Pinter Plays, The Royale, Oraltorio: A 
Theatrical Mixtape, Orlando, Picture This, The Goat or, Who is Sylvia?, The Anger in 
Ernest and Ernestine, Incident at Vichy, Father Comes Home From the Wars (Parts I, 

II, III), La Ronde, Kim’s Convenience, Ghosts. OTHER THEATRE: Designs for Stratford, Shaw, Mirvish, 
Canadian Stage, NAC, Theatre Calgary, GCTC, Tarragon, BIBT, TPM, Factory, Volcano, Aluna, Modern 
Times and many others. OTHER: Thomas has received 4 Dora awards and 25 nominations.



9

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES

Soulpepper Theatre is a member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres and engages pro-
fessional ar tists who are members of Canadian Actors’ Equity Association under the terms of the jointly 
negotiated Canadian Theatre Agreement.

MICHAEL SHAND is local to Toronto and has spent well over half his life playing 
music. He began piano lessons at the age of 13 and progressed quickly through the 
Royal Conservatory of Music’s classical system, completing grade ten after a span 
of only four years. However, like so many young players who define this unique 
generation, raised in an era of unprecedented musical diversity and accessibility, 

Michael exhibits a creative energy that encompasses many genres. Blues, reggae, hip-hop, funk, 
house, R and B, soul and Latin music are the raw elements that form his identity as a performer, 
writer and arranger, but jazz is the common thread that binds them all together. Shortly after leaving 
York University where he was the recipient of the coveted Oscar Peterson Scholarship Award, 
Michael became pianist and musical director for “Kollage”. He then went on to perform on countless 
stages across the world, with countless artists along the way. He has dazzled audiences in Hong 
Kong, Paris, Jakarta, Dubai, Amsterdam, London and throughout North America with such artists as 
Molly Johnson, Divine Brown, Gerald Eaton of the Philosopher Kings, Jully Black, Jacksoul and 
Kardinal, jazz-crooner Matt Dusk, Sean Jones & the Righteous Echo, and is currently musical director 
for Canadian Superstar, Johnny Reid. 

MING WONG is a Toronto costume designer, stylist, and wardrobe technician. She 
has worked on a variety of projects ranging from dance, theatre, film, and television. 
FOR SOULPEPPER: The Guide to Being Fabulous, Sizwe Banzi is Dead, Alice in 
Wonderland and Pipeline. OTHER THEATRE: Is God Is, Canadian Stage/Obsidian/
Necessary Angel; Hamlet 911, Stratford Festival; Orphans for the Czar, Crow’s 

Theatre; Trouble in Mind, Shaw Festival; Hansel und Gretel, Canadian Opera Company; Julius Caesar, 
Crow’s Theatre/Groundling Theatre. DIGITAL: Alice in Winterland, Ross Petty Productions; New 
Monuments, Luminato/Canadian Stage; Savitri, Against the Grain; Alice in Wonderland, Bad Hats 
Theatre/Soulpepper. OTHER: Winner of the 2021 Virginia & Myrtle Cooper Award in Costume Design.

UNTIL THEN I Music by James Dower; Lyrics by Sandra Caldwell & James Dower  

BRAND NEW WORLD I Music by James Dower; Lyrics by Sandra Caldwell & James Dower 

AVOIDANCE TANGO I Music by James Dower; Lyrics by Sandra Caldwell & James Dower 

JOANN’S TIRADE  I Music by James Dower; Lyrics by Sandra Caldwell & James Dower 

IN MY NEW HOME I Music by James Dower; Lyrics by Sandra Caldwell & James Dower 

CLUMSY I Music by James Dower; Lyrics by Sandra Caldwell & James Dower 

STRIPTEASE I Music by James Dower; Lyrics by Sandra Caldwell & James Dower 

IT GOES HERE I Music & Lyrics by John Alcorn  

I CAN BE I Music by James Dower; Lyrics by Sandra Caldwell & James Dower 

LET’S TOAST TO LIFE I Music & Lyrics by John Alcorn

Ballroom Commentary created and recorded by Legendary Twysted Miyake-Mugler.
Please note that the music featured The Guide to Being Fabulous is subject to change.SO
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Corporate &  
Foundation Supporters 

$300,000+
The Slaight Family Foundation*

$125,000 - $299,999
The Catherine and  Maxwell  
   Meighen Foundation  
The Hilary and Galen Weston 
   Foundation 
RBC Foundation*
Scotia Wealth Management *

$75,000 -$124,999
BMO Financial Group*
CIBC *
George Cedric Metcalf Charitable    	
   Foundation
Sun Life Financial*
TD Bank Group*

$25,000 -$74,999
Canada Life*
Kingfisher Foundation 
Polar Asset Management 		
   Partners*
Toronto Raptors

$10,000 -$24,999
Azrieli Foundation
Kingsdale Advisors
The Joan & Clifford Hatch 
Foundation*
The Polar Foundation
Middlefield Resource Funds*
1 anonymous supporter of 		
   Soulpepper 

$5,000 - $9,999
Anako Foundation
Boyden Global Executive Search 
Bulmash-Siegel Foundation
The Browning Watt Foundation*
Community One Foundation
The Patrick & Barbara Keenan   	
  Foundation*
Pitblado Family Foundation*
Meridian Credit Union
Morgan Meighen & Associates* 
National Bank of Canada 
1 anonymous supporter  
  of Soulpepper

Up to $4,999
The Henry White Kinnear 		
   Foundation*
Jackman Foundation*
The Norman & Margaret Jewison 	
   Foundation*
The Racioppo Family Foundation
Wawanesa Insurance
The Kit Skelly Foundation
Enterprise Holdings Foundation

Individual Supporters 

Major Gifts  
$100,000+
Susan Brenninkmeyer
The Estate of Ivan Elkan*
Gary & Donna Slaight*
Sylvia Soyka*

$50,000 $99,999
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith*
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf*
Kathleen & Bill Troost* 

Artistic Directorʼs Circle  
$25,000 – $49,999
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech*
Victor & Maureen Dodig*
Kevin & Roger Garland*
Melissa Kennedy
Karrin Powys-Lybbe  
  & Chris von Boetticher*

Soul Circle 
$10,000 – $24,999 
Marilyn & Charles Baillie* 
Salah Bachir & Jacob Yerex
Alex Besharat
Rob & Teresa Brouwer*
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson* 
The Estate of Eva Marie Green
Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux*
Jim Fleck*
Nancy Jain
Dana Lafarga*
Sheena Macdonald & Phil 		
  Schmitt*
Sanjay Nakra
James O’Sullivan & Lucie Vallée
Sally Wright  
  & Gavin MacKenzie*

Heart & Soul 
$5,000 – $9,999
Gideon Arthurs & Erin Shields+  
Fran & David Brown*
Casey Chisick & Sophie Milman*
David & Yvonne Fleck*
Beverley Flynn
Dave Friesema & Sanyo Lue-Kim
Sonny Goldstein  
   & Dr. Betty Rozendaal

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS

DONORS
 
Soulpepper is very grateful to all of the individuals, corporations, foundations, and government  
agencies who contribute to its continued growth and success.  
 
Donor support allows Soulpepper to offer employment to artists, to cultivate an environment  
of creation and exploration, and to enrich the community with great theatre. 
 
The generosity of our many supporters makes everything we do at Soulpepper possible. 
 
TO MAKE A DONATION  
VISIT: soulpepper.ca/donate  CALL: 416 203 6264 x 145  EMAIL: development@soulpepper.ca



11

Lindy Green & Sam Chaiton
Kiessling/Isaak Family*
Maja Neable
Thomas & Irma Payne*
Helen Sinclair
Janet & Bill Young*

Curtain Club  
$2,500 – $4,999
Elspeth Bowler*
Martha & George Butterfield*
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
Denise Donlon*
Shira Hart*
Robin Heintzman  
   & Gordon Currie*
Kent James
Christopher Lee  
   & Paula Mosbrucker
Donald & Lorraine Loeb*
Ian & Dorothy Macdonald*
Sue and Biff Matthews
Jim & Sylvia McGovern
Gordon & Elaine Pitts*
Roxana Tavana
Martha Tory
Alan Walker*

Benefactor 
$1,000  – $2,499  
Walter M. & Lisa Balfour Bowen *
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Michelle Beveridge+
David & Patti Bragg*
Jane & Bob Clapp
Bill Douglas*
L. Drake
Russell & Carol Finch*
Steve & Mariann Geist*
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes*
Kit and Barbara Moore
Sari Goldenberg*
Kamala Jean Gopie
Vic & Marion Hepburn
Ellen Hill
Elaine Kierans & Shawn 
McReynolds*
Anne Layton*
In Memory of Elizabeth Maynes
Danny McCarthy*

Jacqueline Moss 
Mazi Raz
Nick & Lynn Ross*
Ann Savege*
Andrew Scriver
Ivor & Renee Simmons*
Paul Spafford & Jean Davidson*
In Memory of Roger & Kathleen 
Savory*
Joseph & Fatima Tavana
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee* 
2 anonymous supporter of 		
   Soulpepper

Friend 
$250 - $999
Nancy & Albert Alexanian
Kerri Anderson
Wendy Balfour
Catherine & Ivor Barlow
Terry Bisset*
Anna Bolton
Shelley Boyes
Theresa Boyle*
Mary Lou Brock*
William Broughton
Graham Brunke*
Chris Byrne & Anda Whiting*
Helena Bzonkova*
Brian Carr
Edina Cavalli
Elizabeth Charal
Karen Cheah
Claudia Colas
Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane*
Joan D. Cranston*
Bill Crothers*
Leslie Dan*
Mark & Rita Daniel*
Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Steven D. Donohoe*
Debbie Dumaresq
Sheona Duthie & Patrick McHugh
Patricia A. Elliot*
Charmain Emerson
Steven Endicott
The Hon. Lee K. Ferrier*
Barbara Fingerote*
Graham & Silke Flint
David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little

Jordan Glick & Rona Kosansky
Mark & Catherine Graham
Joanne Grodzinski
Doreen Gryfe*
Lawrence & Beatrice Herman*
Clive Houseman
Susan & Richard Horner*
Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*
Ann Humphreys
Kishwar Iqbal
Alison Janzen
Alicia Jeffery
Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Robert Kee
Don & Francie Kendal*
Claire Kennedy
Mohamed Khaki
Raj & Shaila Kothari*
Veronica Lacey
Maria Larina+
Dale Lawr*
V. Leapman
Victoria Lee
Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Karen Leitner
Linda Lewis
Martha Loewen
Oliver & Gillian Long* 
Larry Lubin
Gail MacNaughton
Joanna Martin
Kelly McDonald & Greg 
Sigurdson*
Donald & Helen McGillivray*
Dr. Janet E. McIntosh*
Micheline McKay & Richard 
Comparey*
Susan Moellers*
Mary Jane Mossman & Brian 
Bucknall*
Steve Munro*
Paul Murphy*
Patricia O’Brien
Brian O’Leary*
Lawrence Palk
Stephen Phillips*
Catharine Pickett*
Archie Platt
Harold Povilaitis*
Stephen Uzielli & Robin 
Siegerman*
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Alicia Rose
Catherine Seton
Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn*
Valerie Schweitzer & Chris Reed*
Maureen Simpson  
   & Almos Tassonyi
Phillip Silver
Cecilia Smith
Larry Smith  
   & Geri Kozorys-Smith*
James Stuart
Carol Strom
Carol Swindell
W. Michael Than*
Jan & Ken Thompson*
Doug & Gail Todgham
Helene & Elliott Wahle
Joan & Robert Weppler
Greg Wilkie
Joan Woodward
Hannah Wunsch
Mike Wren
Morden Yolles*
Gloria & Gordon Zive*
Elizabeth/Alon Pasternak/   		
   Nashman
2 anonymous supporters  
  of Soulpepper

Soulpepper extends our special 
gratitude to members of our  
Soul Mates program, who donate 
monthly to support our artistic  
and educational programming.

Soulpepper Legacy Circle
The following people have 
generously arranged bequests to 
Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo
Roger Garland
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
7 anonymous friends  
  of Soulpepper

Women Centre Stage
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Diane Blake & Stephen Smith
Martha Burns
Robin Cardozo & Jeff Richardson
Alberta G. Cefis
Maureen & Victor Dodig
Bill Fleury & Sheryl Kennedy
Roger & Kevin Garland
Kiessling/Isaak Family
Diane & Jim King
Elizabeth Leonard
Kim Marshall
Michele McCarthy
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf
Jaqui Parchment
Elizabeth Pen
Sheila Phillips
Karrin Powys-Lybbe 
   & Chris von Boetticher
Ed Sangmuah
Prati Sharma
Sylvia Soyka
Jack Tomik & Elizabeth Dalzell
Teresa Walsh
Lucinda Widdrington
Anita Wong
Denise Zarn
The Pat & Tony Adams  
   Freedom Trust 

Women Centre Stage  
Co-Chairs (2020 - Present):
Dana Lafarga
Sanjay Nakra
Roxana Tavana

 

If  we have erred in the spelling, listing 
or omission of your name, please 
accept our sincerest apologies and 
contact us at 416 203 6264 x.145 or 
development@soulpepper.ca  
so we may correct our records  
for future publications.

Individuals recognized for  
donations made between  
Oct 1, 2023 - Oct 17, 2023 

 * Donors who have given to  
Soulpepper for 10+ consecutive years
 + Soulpepper staff and Artist donors
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Soulpepper.ca
416.866.8666

BOOK
NOW

ACT III

OCTOBER_
NOVEMBER

2023

F E S T I VA L
S P O N S O R

N E W  P L AY  D E V E L O P M E N T
S U P P O RT E R S

Soulpepper's free 
25 & under program
We live in a country with a rich and deep appreciation 
for arts and culture, and we’re committed to fund programs 
that enable Canadians of all means and backgrounds 
to enjoy the very best.

PROUD PRESENTING SPONSOR OF
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Proud to support 
Soulpepper

We’re working together Soulpepper. 

It’s just one of the ways we are helping 
to open doors for a more inclusive 
and sustainable tomorrow. 

td.com/tdreadycommitment

© The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or its subsidiaries.

Untitled-1   1 2022-03-18   2:50:24 PM

Soulpepper.ca
416.866.8666

BOOK
NOW

ON STAGE

NOV 16
–

NOV 26

SYMPATHY FOR THE

DEVIL
The Devil has the best tunes.
       CREATED BY RAHA JAVANFAR

MUSIC SPONSOR
MAJOR SPONSOR
& COMMUNITY ACCESS PARTNER
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SOULPEPPER ADMINISTR ATION

Prop Builders/Buyers, Scenic Artists & Painters employed by Soulpepper are represented by Local 828 of the International  
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees

Weyni Mengesha
Artistic Director

Gideon Arthurs 
Executive Director

Administration

Nadia Kwiatkowski  
Executive Assistant  
to the Artistic Director 

Ece Aydin 
Executive Assistant  
to the Executive Director

Luke Reece  
Associate Artistic Director

Joanna Falck  
Artistic Associate, Literary

Producing

Jonathan Heppner  
Executive Producer

Annie Clarke  
Producer

Robyn Hoja 
Producer

Julia Carrano 
Associate Producer

Production

Jasmine Knox   
Senior Production Manager

Julian Bulof  
Technical Director

Nicholas Beardsley 
Assistant Technical Director

Rhett Costin  
Assistant Technical Director

Andy DeVries  
Head Carpenter

Lisa Nighswander  
Head of Properties 

Paul Boddum  
Head Scenic Artist 

Ellie Koffman  
Head of Wardrobe 
 

Kalina Popova 
Assistant Head of Wardrobe 

Alex Edwards  
Production Assistant 

Development

Chantal Cory 
Director of Partnerships  
& Development 

Liza Hersh  
Development Officer,  
Corporate & Foundation

Adele Kei  
Development Coordinator 
 
Bryan Jung 
RBC Development Associate

Marketing

Riaz Charania  
Interim Director of Marketing

Ajay Patel 
Content Manager 
 
Nathan Schwartzberg 
Audience Relationship Manager 
 
Kara Austria  
Marketing Coordinator

Education & Community

Rohan Kulkarni  
Director of Education  
& Community Engagement

Ahlam Hassan  
Education Coordinator

Abby Esteireiro 
Academy Administrator

Jacqui Arntfield  
Community Activator

Finance

Michelle Beveridge  
Director of Finance

Maria Larina  
Finance Manager

Shishi Chen  
Payroll Coordinator

Nilsa Rivero  
Accounting Coordinator

Founding Members

Martha Burns 
Susan Coyne 
Ted Dykstra 
Michael Hanrahan 
Stuart Hughes 
Diana Leblanc 
Diego Matamoros 
Nancy Palk 
Albert Schultz 
Robyn Stevan 
William Webster 
Joseph Ziegler

Board of Directors

Robin Cardozo (Chair)
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang
Casey Chisick
Maureen Dodig
Denise Donlon
Charmain Emerson
Beverley Flynn
Roger Garland
Anil Mohan
Melissa Kennedy
Dana Lafarga
Jackie Moss
Sanjay Nakra
Maja Neable
James O’Sullivan
Alicia Rose
Roxana Tavana
Martha Tory
Alan Walker
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YOUNG CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS ADMINISTR ATION

All front of house staff – f loor captains, patron service representatives, baristas and ushers -  working for the Young Centre for 
the Performing Arts are represented by Local B-173 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
 
House and Stage Technicians employed by the Young Centre for the Performing Arts are represented by Local 58 of the  
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.

Patron Services

Karen Turner 
Senior Manager Of Patron & 
Operations Services

Tina Jones 
Manager Of Patron Services 
 
Melanie Ferreira 
Café Manager

Micah Bucholtz 
Operation Services Coordinator

Kenzie Delo  
Emily Templeman 
Duty Managers 
 
Adrian Chevalier  
Elyssia Giancola 
Shayna Linds
Chloe MacPherson 
Senior Patron Services 
Representatives

Max Ackerman 
Saumya Arora 
Melissa Avalos 
Adrian Chevalier 
Tushar Dalvi 
Nicholas Eddie 
Shayna Linds 
Riley Kelk 
Patron Services Representatives

Saumya Arora
Melissa Avalos 
Peter Naccarato
Hilary Scott
Floor Captains

Max Ackerman
Ryan Bagley
Renee Christianson
Tushar Dalvi
Tavaree Daniel-Simms
Colleen Didur
Shaneill Floyd-Wlazlak
Jacqueline Goodfellow

Jeffrey Johnston 
Riley Kelk
Cassidy Marat
Alice Nguyen
Sarah Schmidt-McQuillan
Pasanun Songsaeng
Ushers

Jessica Wasserman 
Senior Café Associate 

Sarika Bapat  
Chaitanya Bhati 
Kirk Escriba 
Gautami Gangawane  
Maxwell Gemmell  
Shreya Khana 
Dev Mallick  
Saurabh Nimkar 
Yohannes Taye 
Yezhi Kuo 
Baristas

I.T.

Fernando Arriola 
I.T. Manager 

Sheila Kearney Miller 
Tessitura Administrator 

Andrew Ho 
I.T. Systems Administrator

Building Operations

Greg Poulin 
Manager of Building Operation  
& Production 
 
Cole Vincent 
Building Operator

Niamh Cunningham-Closs 
Building Supervisor

Technicians

Gunes Agduk  
Andres Castillo-Smith 
Ethan Robinson 
Dalton Villeneuve-Marini 

Board of Directors 
 
John Chang  
Annie Clarke 
Rob Brouwer 
Luigi Ferrara 
Beverley Flynn 
Michael Herrera  
Nancy Prenevost

Thank You!

Thanks to our wonderful legion  
of Young Centre volunteers  
for their continued support!

Young Centre Facilities Funding: 
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SOULPEPPER SUPPORT ERS — WE GR AT EFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE T HE SUPPORT OF T HE FOLLOWING:

MUSIC SPONSOR

SOULPEPPER ACADEMY

SOULPEPPER ON THE STAGE

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS

CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

The Joan & Clifford  
Hatch Foundation

Pitblado Family
Foundation

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT

The Norman & Margaret 
Jewison Charitable Foundation

MAJOR SPONSOR &  
COMMUNITY ACCESS PARTNER



ART OPENS MINDS.
Proud to support the storytellers who open our minds, 
inspiring us all to think bigger, together. That’s Enriched Thinking.®



Featuring Reimagined Classics, 
True Tales and more!

REIMAGINED CLASSICS PACKAGE
A Doll's House adapted by Tanika Gupta 

Three Sisters by Inua Ellams
Hamlet (solo) performed by Raoul Bhaneja

Get 25% off

TRUE TALES: THREE NEW CANADIAN CREATIONS PACKAGE 
Casey and Diana by Nick Green

De Profundis: Oscar Wilde in Jail by Gregory Prest, Mike Ross and Sarah Wilson
First Métis Man of Odesa by

Matthew MacKenzie & Mariya Khomutova
Get 25% off

3-SHOW FLEX-PACK
Purchase any 3 mainstage shows in ACT I of our season

Get 25% off

SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGES
AVAILABLE UNTIL NOVEMBER 26, 2023

6-SHOW FLEX-PACK
Purchase all 6 mainstage presentations in

ACT I of our season
Get 40% off

Learn more
Soulpepper.ca
416.866.8666

SINGLE TICKETS and 
GIFT CERTIFICATES also available.

Subscription packages do not include Ladies of the Canyon

2024

MAJOR SPONSOR & COMMUNITY ACCESS PARTNER TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT



STAY CONNECTED AND UP-TO-DATE

SOUNDCLOUD.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

@SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

FACEBOOK.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE

BOX OFFICE: 416 866 8666
SOULPEPPER.CA→

@SOULPEPPER

WE ARE GOING DIGITAL! 
ACCESS THE DIGITAL VERSION ONLINE  

PLE ASE CONSIDER  
RETURNING YOUR PLAYBILL  
TO AN USHER AS YOU E XIT  
THE THE ATRE. 

The artists and staff of Soulpepper and the Young Centre for the Performing Arts  
acknowledge the original caretakers and storytellers of this land —the Mississaugas 
of the Credit, the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Wendat First Nations. 
We commit to honouring and celebrating their past, present and future.

YOUTUBE.COM/ 
SOULPEPPERTHEATRE


